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VOLTAGE SWITCHING SYSTEM FOR
INTEGRATED CIRCUIT

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates generally to integrated cir-
cuits, and, more particularly, to a voltage switching system
for an integrated circuit.

Integrated circuits (IC) include various analog and digital
circuits such as operational amplifiers, voltage regulators,
power management controllers (PMC), sensors, logic cir-
cuits, and non-volatile memories. These circuits may be
active or inactive at various times depending on operational
requirements. An IC may be configured to operate in various
operational modes such as run, standby, wait, etc., with the
various modes activating and inactivating these circuits.

To reduce power consumption, the IC may operate at dit-
ferent voltage levels and have circuit domains that operate at
different voltage levels. To facilitate operation at different
voltage levels, multiple voltage regulators are required. For
example, the IC may include a high power voltage regulator
that provides a high supply voltage signal at a high voltage
level (Vgpppp) and a low power voltage regulator that pro-
vides a low supply voltage signal at a low voltage level
(Vezrvop)- Then, in operation, the IC operates at the high
voltage level in run mode and at the low voltage level in
standby mode. The high voltage level V5, could be, for
example, 1.2V, and the low voltage level V; »,np 1.125V.

Circuits that are active in a particular operational mode are
sometimes referred to as a domain, such as a high power
domain and a low power domain. The high power domain
may be active in the run mode and inactive in the standby
mode, while the low power domain may be active in both the
run and standby modes.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a conventional
voltage switching system 102 connected to an IC 104. The IC
104 is operable in multiple operational modes such as run and
standby modes. The voltage switching system 102 includes a
high power voltage regulator (HPREG) 1064, an ultra-low
power voltage regulator (ULPREG) 1065, and a PMOS tran-
sistor 108. The IC 104 includes high and low power domains
110a and 1105. The HPREG 1064 and the high power domain
110a are operable in the run mode and are switched off in the
standby mode, and the ULPREG 1065 and the low power
domain 1105 are operable when the IC 104 is in run and
standby modes.

The HPREG 1064 has a first input terminal connected to a
reference voltage generator (not shown) for receiving a first
reference voltage signal, a second input terminal for receiving
a first regulated voltage signal, and an output terminal con-
nected to its second input terminal for generating the first
regulated voltage signal. The ULPREG 10656 has a first input
terminal connected to the reference voltage generator for
receiving a second reference voltage signal, a second input
terminal for receiving a second regulated voltage signal, and
an output terminal connected to its second input terminal for
generating the second regulated voltage signal. The first and
second reference voltage signals are at a high voltage level
Vuevop and a low voltage level Vi ; oy, respectively. The
HPREG 1064 generates the first regulated voltage signal at
the high voltage level V5,1, and the ULPREG 1065 gen-
erates the second regulated voltage signal at the low voltage
level V7 prvop-

The PMOS transistor 108 has a source terminal connected
to the output terminal of the HPREG 1064 for receiving the
first regulated voltage signal, a gate terminal connected to a
controller (not shown) for receiving a control signal, and a
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2

drain terminal connected to the output terminal of the
ULPREG 1065 for receiving the second regulated voltage
signal. The controller is a PMC that generates the control
signal when the IC transitions between the run and standby
modes. The controller generates the control signal as a step
voltage signal. The high and low power domains 110a and
1105 are connected to the HPREG 1064 and the ULPREG
1065 for receiving the first and second regulated voltage
signals, respectively.

When the IC 104 is in the run mode, the HPREG 1064
provides the first regulated voltage signal to the high power
domain 110a. The ULPREG 1065 is switched off. The con-
trol signal generated by the controller is at a logic low state.
The gate terminal of the transistor 108 receives the low con-
trol signal and the transistor 108 is switched on. As the tran-
sistor 108 is switched on, the HPREG 106a provides the first
regulated voltage signal to the low power domain 1105. Thus,
the HPREG 1064 provides a first load current to the high and
low power domains 110a and 1105.

When the IC 104 is in standby mode, the HPREG 106a is
switched off, the ULPREG 1065 provides the second regu-
lated voltage signal to the low power domain 1105, and the
control signal generated by the controller is at a logic high
state. The gate terminal of the transistor 108 receives the high
control signal and the transistor 108 is switched oft. Thus, the
high power domain 110a does not receive either of the first or
the second regulated voltage signals and hence, is inactive.
The ULPREG 1065 provides a second load current to the low
power domain 1105.

When the IC 104 transitions from the run mode to the
standby mode, the HPREG 106a is switched off and the
ULPREG 1065 is switched on. It is well known in the art that
the ULPREG 1065 has a finite response time. The response
time of the ULPREG 1065 is defined as the time required by
the ULPREG 1065 for generating the second regulated volt-
age signal based on the second reference voltage signal. How-
ever, during the transition from the run mode to the standby
mode, the HPREG 1064 may be switched off before the
ULPREG 1065 generates the second regulated voltage signal.
Thus, the ULPREG 1065 is unable to generate the second
load current required to power the low power domain 1105
before the HPREG 1064 is switched off. As a result, the low
power domain 1105 receives the second regulated voltage
signal at a voltage level that is not within an operating voltage
range of the IC 104, thereby causing the IC 104 to reset.
Hence, there is aneed to ensure that the transition between the
operational modes of the IC does not result in a reset condi-
tion.

One known technique to overcome the aforementioned
problem uses a capacitor (not shown) connected to the output
terminal of the ULPREG 1065. When the IC 104 is in the run
mode, the capacitor receives the first regulated voltage signal
and stores a charge corresponding to the high voltage level
V ypypp 0f the first regulated voltage signal. When the IC 104
transitions from the run to standby mode, the capacitor dis-
charges and provides the first regulated voltage signal at the
high voltage level V ;5,1 to the low power domain 1105 for
a short time period. This short time period corresponds to the
discharge time period of the capacitor. During the discharge
time period, the ULPREG 1065 generates the second regu-
lated voltage signal at the low voltage level V; ;1 and
provides the second regulated voltage signal to the low power
domain 1105. However, the discharge time period may not be
equal to the response time of the ULPREG 1065. Thus, there
is a possibility of the IC 104 being reset due to a mismatch
between the discharge time of the capacitor and response time
of'the ULPREG 1065. When the discharge time period is less
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than the response time of the ULPREG 1065, the ULPREG
10654 is unable to generate the second load current to power
the low power domain 1105 before the capacitor discharges,
thereby causing the IC 104 to reset.

Therefore it would be advantageous to have a voltage
switching system that prevents a reset of the IC when the IC
transitions between different operational modes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following detailed description of the preferred
embodiments of the present invention will be better under-
stood when read in conjunction with the appended drawings.
The present invention is illustrated by way of example, and
not limited by the accompanying figures, in which like refer-
ences indicate similar elements.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a conventional
voltage switching system connected to an integrated circuit;

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of an integrated circuit
that includes a voltage switching system in accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIGS. 3 A and 3B are timing diagrams illustrating a plural-
ity of signals of the voltage switching system of FIG. 2 in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description of the appended drawings is
intended as a description of the currently preferred embodi-
ments of the present invention, and is not intended to repre-
sent the only form in which the present invention may be
practiced. It is to be understood that the same or equivalent
functions may be accomplished by different embodiments
that are intended to be encompassed within the spirit and
scope of the present invention.

In an embodiment of the present invention, a voltage
switching system connected to an integrated circuit (IC) is
provided. The IC is operable in at least first and second
operational modes. The voltage switching system includes a
handover module, first and second voltage regulators, a
switch driver, a transistor, and a comparator. The handover
module receives ramp control and handover start signals and
a first voltage signal, generates first and second reference
voltage signals, generates bandwidth control and comparator
control signals based on the handover start signal, and a ramp
signal based on the ramp control signal. Further, the handover
module sets a voltage level of the second reference voltage
signal based on the handover start signal and the first voltage
signal. The first voltage regulator has a first input terminal for
receiving the first reference voltage signal, a second input
terminal for receiving the first voltage signal, and an output
terminal for generating the first voltage signal based on the
first reference voltage signal. The second voltage regulator
has a first input terminal for receiving the second reference
voltage signal, a second input terminal for receiving a second
voltage signal, a third input terminal for receiving the band-
width control signal, and an output terminal for generating the
second voltage signal based on the second reference voltage
signal. The switch driver receives the comparator control
signal and the ramp signal and generates a power control
signal based on the comparator control signal and a gate input
signal based on the ramp signal. The transistor has a source
terminal for receiving the first voltage signal, a gate terminal
for receiving the gate input signal, and a drain terminal for
receiving the second voltage signal. The comparator has a
first input terminal for receiving the first voltage signal, a
second input terminal for receiving the second voltage signal,
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and a third input terminal for receiving the power control
signal. The comparator compares the first and second voltage
signals based on the power control signal, determines a volt-
age difference between the first and second voltage signals,
and generates a handover complete signal at an output termi-
nal thereof based on the voltage difference.

In another embodiment of the present invention, an IC
operable in first and second operational modes is provided.
The IC includes a first power domain, a second power
domain, a handover module, first and second voltage regula-
tors, a switch driver, a transistor, and a comparator. The first
domain receives a first voltage signal. The first domain is
operable when the IC is in the first operational mode and
when the IC transitions between the first and second opera-
tional modes. The first domain is switched off when the IC is
in the second operational mode. The second domain receives
a second voltage signal. The second domain is operable when
the IC is in the first and second operational modes and when
the IC transitions between the first and second operational
modes. The handover module receives ramp control and han-
dover start signals and the first voltage signal, generates first
and second reference voltage signals, generates bandwidth
control and comparator control signals based on the handover
start signal, and a ramp signal based on the ramp control
signal, and sets a voltage level of the second reference voltage
signal based on the handover start signal and the first voltage
signal. The first voltage regulator has a first input terminal for
receiving the first reference voltage signal, a second input
terminal for receiving the first voltage signal, and an output
terminal for generating the first voltage signal based on the
first reference voltage signal. The second voltage regulator
has a first input terminal for receiving the second reference
voltage signal, a second input terminal for receiving the sec-
ond voltage signal, a third input terminal for receiving the
bandwidth control signal, and an output terminal for gener-
ating the second voltage signal based on the second reference
voltage signal. The switch driver receives the comparator
control signal and the ramp signal and generates a power
control signal based on the comparator control signal and a
gate input signal based on the ramp signal. The transistor has
a source terminal for receiving the first voltage signal, a gate
terminal for receiving the gate input signal, and a drain ter-
minal for receiving the second voltage signal. The comparator
has a first input terminal for receiving the first voltage signal,
a second input terminal for receiving the second voltage sig-
nal, and a third input terminal for receiving the power control
signal. The comparator compares the first and second voltage
signals based on the power control signal, determines a volt-
age difference between the first and second voltage signals,
and generates a handover complete signal at an output termi-
nal thereof based on the voltage difference.

Various embodiments of the present invention provide a
voltage switching system connected to an integrated circuit
(IC), wherein the IC is operable in first and second opera-
tional modes. The voltage switching system includes a han-
dover module, first and second voltage regulators, a switch
driver, a transistor, and a comparator. The handover module
receives ramp control and handover start signals and a first
voltage signal, generates first and second reference voltage
signals, generates bandwidth control and comparator control
signals based on the handover start signal, and a ramp signal
based on the ramp control signal, and sets a voltage level of
the second reference voltage signal based on the handover
start signal and the first voltage signal. The first voltage regu-
lator receives the first reference voltage signal and generates
the first voltage signal based on the first reference voltage
signal. The second voltage regulator receives the second ref-
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erence voltage signal and the bandwidth control signal and
generates the second voltage signal based on the second ref-
erence voltage signal. The switch driver receives the com-
parator control signal and the ramp signal and generates a
power control signal based on the comparator control signal
and a gate input signal based on the ramp signal. The transis-
tor has a source terminal for receiving the first voltage signal,
a gate terminal for receiving the gate input signal, and a drain
terminal for receiving the second voltage signal. The com-
parator compares the first and second voltage signals based on
the power control signal, determines a voltage difference
between the first and second voltage signals, and generates a
handover complete signal based on the voltage difference. An
operational bandwidth of the second voltage regulator
increases based on the bandwidth control signal, and conse-
quently, a response time thereof decreases. Further, as the
resistance of the transistor changes gradually, the first and
second voltage regulators get sufficient time to generate the
first and second voltage signals during the transition of'the IC
between the first and second operational modes. Hence, the
IC does not reset during the transition between the first and
second operational modes. Further, the handover module pro-
vides a final handover complete signal to the IC based on the
handover complete signal. Hence, the IC receives an indica-
tion of successful transition between the first and second
operational modes.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a schematic block diagram of a
first integrated circuit (IC) 200 that includes a voltage switch-
ing system 202 in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention is shown. The first IC 200 further includes
a second IC 204 connected to the voltage switching system
202. The second IC 204 is operable in at least first and second
operational modes (e.g., standby and run modes). The voltage
switching system 202 facilitates smooth transitioning of the
second IC 204 between the multiple operational modes. The
voltage switching system 202 includes a handover module
206, a first voltage regulator 208 (also referred to as “high
power regulator” or “HPREG”), a second voltage regulator
210 (also referred to as “ultra-low power regulator” or
“ULPREG”), a switch driver 212, a transistor 214, and a
comparator 216. The second IC 204 includes first and second
power domains 218a and 218b. In an embodiment of the
present invention, the first and second operational modes are
run and standby modes, respectively.

The first and second domains 218a and 2185 include first
and second sets of circuits, such as operational amplifiers,
voltage regulators, power management controllers (PMC),
sensors, logic circuits, and non-volatile memories (not
shown). When the second IC 204 is in the run mode, the first
and second domains 218a and 2185 are active, and when the
second IC 204 is in the standby mode, the first domain 218a
is inactive and the second domain 2185 is active. When the
second IC 204 transitions from the run mode to the standby
mode, the first and second domains 218a and 2185 are active.

The first domain 2184 is connected to the HPREG 208 for
receiving a first voltage signal at a high voltage level V 5y .
The first domain 218a is a high power domain. The second
domain 2185 is connected to the ULPREG 210 for receiving
a second voltage signal at a low voltage level V; py-rnpp- The
second domain 2185 is a low power domain. Further, the
second IC 204 generates ramp control and handover start
signals. The second IC 204 generates the handover start signal
to indicate an initialization of the transition between the run
and standby modes of the second IC 204.

The handover module 206 is connected to the HPREG and
ULPREG 208 and 210, the switch driver 212, the comparator
216, and the second IC 204. The handover module 206
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receives the handover start signal from the second IC 204. The
handover module 206 further receives the ramp control signal
and the first voltage signal from the second IC 204 and the
HPREG 208, respectively. The handover module 206 gener-
ates first and second reference voltage signals. In an example,
the handover module 206 includes first and second reference
voltage generators (not shown) that generate the first and
second reference voltage signals. The handover module 206
generates a ramp signal based on the ramp control signal and
generates comparator control and bandwidth control signals
based on the handover start signal. The ramp control signal is
indicative of a magnitude and a time period of the ramp
signal. Thus, the second IC 204 generates the ramp control
signal to control the ramp-up or ramp-down rate of the ramp
signal. In an example, the handover module 206 generates the
comparator control and bandwidth control signals at logic
high state based on the handover start signal. The ramp signal
is either an increasing or a decreasing ramp voltage signals.

The handover module 206 sets a voltage level ofthe second
reference voltage signal at an intermediate reference voltage
level based on the handover start signal and the first voltage
signal. When the second IC 204 transitions from the run mode
to the standby mode, the intermediate reference voltage level
corresponds to a sum of the high voltage level V 5y, and a
delta voltage level. Thus, the intermediate reference voltage
level is higher than the high voltage level V5 p.

When the second IC 204 transitions from the standby mode
to the run mode, the intermediate reference voltage level
corresponds to a difference between the high voltage level
Vupypp and the delta voltage level. Thus, the intermediate
reference voltage level is less than the high voltage level
V uevop- In an example, the delta voltage is equal to an offset
voltage of the ULPREG 210. Further, it will be apparent to a
person skilled in the art that a delta voltage level when the
second IC 204 transitions from the run mode to the standby
mode may differ from another delta voltage level when the
second IC 204 transitions from the standby mode to the run
mode.

The HPREG 208 has a first input terminal connected to the
handover module 206 for receiving the first reference voltage
signal, a second input terminal for receiving the first voltage
signal, and an output terminal for generating the first voltage
signal based on the first reference voltage signal. The HPREG
208 has a large operational bandwidth. The HPREG 208 is
switched on when the second IC 204 operates in the run mode
and when the second IC 204 transitions from the run mode to
the standby mode. The HPREG 208 is switched off when the
second IC 204 operates in the standby mode. The HPREG
208 regulates the first voltage signal at a voltage level of the
first reference voltage signal. As the operational bandwidth of
the HPREG 208 is large, the response time of the HPREG 208
is less.

The ULPREG 210 has a first input terminal connected to
the handover module 206 for receiving the second reference
voltage signal, a second input terminal for receiving the sec-
ond voltage signal, a third input terminal connected to the
handover module 206 for receiving the bandwidth control
signal, and an output terminal for generating the second volt-
age signal based on the second reference voltage signal. The
ULPREG 210 has a low operational bandwidth. The
ULPREG 210 is switched on when the second IC 204 oper-
ates in the run and standby modes and when the second IC 204
transitions from the run mode to the standby mode. The
ULPREG 210 regulates the second voltage signal at a voltage
level of the second reference voltage signal. As the opera-
tional bandwidth of the ULPREG 210 is low, the response
time of the ULPREG 210 is considerably high.
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In an embodiment of the present invention, the operational
bandwidth of the ULPREG 210 increases when the band-
width control signal is at logic high state and decreases when
the bandwidth control signal is at logic low state. When the
operational bandwidth of the ULPREG 210 increases, the
response time of the ULPREG 210 decreases. Thus, the time
required for the ULPREG 210 to regulate the second voltage
signal at a voltage level of the second reference voltage signal
is reduced, thereby facilitating faster transition between the
operational modes of the second IC 204. When the second IC
204 successfully transitions between the operational modes,
the operational bandwidth of the ULPREG 210 is reduced.

The switch driver 212 is connected to the handover module
206, the transistor 214, and the comparator 216. The switch
driver 212 receives the ramp signal and the comparator con-
trol signal and generates a power control signal and a gate
input signal based on the comparator control signal and the
ramp signal, respectively. In an example, the switch driver
212 generates the power control signal at logic high state
when the comparator control signal is at logic high state, and
generates the power control signal at logic low state when the
comparator control signal is at logic low state. In an example,
when the second IC 204 transitions from the run mode to the
standby mode, the gate input signal is an increasing ramp
voltage signal. When the second IC 204 transitions from the
standby mode to the run mode, the gate input signal is a
decreasing ramp voltage signal. When the second IC 204 is in
the run mode, the gate input signal is at logic low state and
when the second IC 204 is in the standby mode, the gate input
signal is at logic high state.

The transistor 214 has a source terminal connected to the
output terminal of the HPREG 208 for receiving the first
voltage signal, a gate terminal connected to the switch driver
212 for receiving the gate input signal, and a drain terminal
connected to the output terminal of the ULPREG 210 for
receiving the second voltage signal. In an example, the tran-
sistor 214 is a p-channel metal oxide semiconductor field
effect transistor (PMOS). It will be apparent to a person
skilled in the art that in another embodiment of the present
invention, the transistor 214 may be an n-channel metal oxide
semiconductor field effect transistor (NMOS).

The comparator 216 has a first input terminal connected to
the source terminal of the transistor 214 for receiving the first
voltage signal, a second input terminal connected to the drain
terminal of the transistor 214 for receiving the second voltage
signal, a third input terminal connected to the switch driver
212 for receiving the power control signal, and an output
terminal connected to the handover module 206 for generat-
ing a handover complete signal. The comparator 216 com-
pares voltage levels of the first and second voltage signals
based on the power control signal to determine a voltage
difference between the voltage levels of the first and second
voltage signals. In an example, the comparator 216 compares
the voltage levels of the first and second voltage signals when
the power control signal is at logic high state and ceases to
compare the first and second voltage signals when the power
control signal is at logic low state. The comparator 216 deter-
mines magnitude and polarity of the voltage difference
between the voltage levels of the first and second voltage
signals. The comparator 216 generates the handover com-
plete signal based on the voltage difference. In one embodi-
ment, the comparator 216 generates the handover complete
signal when the polarity of the voltage difference is reversed.

In another embodiment, the comparator 216 is a skewed
comparator, i.e., the comparator 216 generates the handover
complete signal based on a skew voltage. The skew voltage is
indicative of a minimum difference in the voltage levels of the
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first and second voltage signals. When the polarity of the
voltage difference is reversed and the magnitude of the volt-
age difference exceeds the skew voltage, the comparator 216
generates the handover complete signal. In an example, the
second IC 204 configures the skew voltage.

The handover module 206 receives the handover complete
signal and generates a final handover complete signal based
on the handover complete signal. The second IC 204 is con-
nected to the handover module 206 and receives the final
handover complete signal. The final handover complete sig-
nal indicates to the second IC 204 that the transition from the
run mode to the standby mode is complete. Subsequently, the
handover module 206 sets the voltage level of the second
reference voltage signal at a final reference voltage level
based on the handover complete signal. The final reference
voltage level is less than the high voltage level V5,1, The
handover module 206 further generates the comparator con-
trol and bandwidth control signals at logic low state based on
the handover complete signal. In an example, the final refer-
ence voltage level is equal to the low voltage level V. ; pynp-

Referring now to FIGS. 3A and 3B, timing diagrams illus-
trating a plurality of signals of the voltage switching system
202 in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion are shown.

FIG. 3A illustrates the handover start signal, the ramp
control signal, the comparator control signal, the bandwidth
control signal, the ramp signal, the power control signal, the
gate input signal, the handover complete signal, the final
handover complete signal, the first voltage signal (also
referred to as voltage VA), and the second voltage signal (also
referred to as voltage VB) of the voltage switching system
202 when the second IC 204 transitions from the run mode to
the standby mode. The second IC 204 generates the handover
start signal indicative of the transition of the second IC 204
from the run mode to the standby mode.

In operation, at time T1, the handover module 206 receives
the ramp control signal, the handover start signal, and the first
voltage signal. The handover module 206 generates the first
and second reference voltage signals. At time T2, the han-
dover module 206 generates the bandwidth control and com-
parator control signals at logic high state based on the han-
dover start signal, and the ramp signal at logic high state based
on the ramp control signal. Further, the handover module 206
sets the voltage level of the second reference voltage signal to
the intermediate reference voltage level based on the han-
dover start signal and the first voltage signal. The HPREG 208
receives the first reference voltage signal and the first voltage
signal and generates the first voltage signal based on the first
reference voltage signal. The ULPREG 210 receives the sec-
ond reference voltage signal, the second voltage signal, and
the bandwidth control signal and generates the second volt-
age signal based on the second reference voltage signal. The
ULPREG 210 increases the operational bandwidth thereof
based on the logic high bandwidth control signal. The switch
driver 212 receives the logic high comparator control signal
and the ramp signal and at time T3, the switch driver 212
generates the power control signal at logic high state and an
increasing ramp voltage gate input signal.

The transistor 214 receives the first voltage signal, the
increasing ramp voltage gate input signal, and the second
voltage signal. The comparator 216 receives the first voltage
signal, the second voltage signal, and the logic high power
control signal, compares the first and second voltage signals,
and determines the voltage diftference in voltage levels of the
first and second voltage signals. At time T4, the voltage level
of the second voltage signal VB is higher than the voltage
level of the first voltage signal VA. Hence, at time T4, the
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comparator 216 generates the handover complete signal at
logic high state based on the voltage difference.

The handover module 206 receives the logic high handover
complete signal and generates the final handover complete
signal at logic high state at time T5. Further, at time T5, the
handover module 206 generates the comparator and band-
width control signals and the ramp control signal at logic low
state based on the logic high handover complete signal. The
ULPREG 210 reduces the operational bandwidth thereof
based on the logic low bandwidth control signal. At time T6,
the switch driver 212 generates the power control signal at
logic low state based on the logic low comparator control
signal. Thus, the comparator 216 ceases to compare the first
and second voltage signals based on the logic low power
control signal.

FIG. 3B illustrates the handover start signal, the ramp
control signal, the comparator control signal, the bandwidth
control signal, the ramp signal, the power control signal, the
gate input signal, the handover complete signal, the final
handover complete signal, the first voltage signal (also
referred to as voltage VA), and the second voltage signal (also
referred to as voltage VB) of the voltage switching system
202 when the second IC 204 transitions from the standby
mode to the run mode is shown. The second IC 204 generates
the handover start signal indicative of the transition of the
second IC 204 from the standby mode to the run mode.

In operation, at time T1, the handover module 206 receives
the ramp control signal, the handover start signal, and the first
voltage signal. The handover module 206 generates the first
and second reference voltage signals. At instance T2, the
handover module 206 generates the bandwidth control and
comparator control signals at logic high state based on the
handover start signal, and the ramp signal at logic high state
based on the ramp control signal. Further, the handover mod-
ule 206 sets the voltage level of the second reference voltage
signal to the intermediate reference voltage level based on the
handover start signal and the first voltage signal. The HPREG
208 receives the first reference voltage signal and the first
voltage, and generates the first voltage signal based on the
first reference voltage signal. The ULPREG 210 receives the
second reference voltage signal, the second voltage signal,
and the bandwidth control signal and generates the second
voltage signal based on the second reference voltage signal.
The ULPREG 210 increases the operational bandwidth
thereof based on the logic high bandwidth control signal. The
switch driver 212 receives the logic high comparator control
signal and the ramp signal and generates the power control
signal at logic high state and a decreasing ramp voltage gate
input signal at time T3.

The transistor 214 receives the first voltage signal, the
decreasing ramp voltage gate input signal, and the second
voltage signal at the drain terminal thereof. The comparator
216 receives the first voltage signal, the second voltage signal,
and the power control signal, compares the first and second
voltage signals, and determines the voltage difference in volt-
age levels of the first and second voltage signals. At time T4,
the voltage level of the first voltage signal VA is higher than
the voltage level of the second voltage signal VB. Hence, at
time T4, the comparator 216 generates the handover complete
signal at logic high state based on the voltage difference.

The handover module 206 receives the logic high handover
complete signal and generates the final handover complete
signal at logic high state at time instance T5. Further, at time
T5, the handover module 206 generates the comparator and
bandwidth control signals and the ramp control signal at logic
low state based on the logic high handover complete signal.
The ULPREG 210 reduces the operational bandwidth thereof
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based on the logic low bandwidth control signal. At time T6,
the switch driver 212 generates the power control signal at
logic low state based on the logic low comparator control
signal. Thus, the comparator 216 ceases to compare the first
and second voltage signals based on the logic low power
control signal.

The ULPREG 210 is alow bandwidth regulator. Low band-
width regulators occupy less area and hence, the overall area
of the voltage switching system 202 is reduced. The resis-
tance of the transistor 214 gradually increases when the gate
input signal receives the increasing ramp voltage signal.
Similarly, the resistance of the transistor 214 gradually
decreases when the gate input signal receives the decreasing
ramp voltage signal. The gradual increase and decrease of the
resistance of the transistor 214 provides sufficient time for
switching oft and on of the HPREG 208 and the ULPREG
210 during the transition between the run and standby modes.
As the response time of the ULPREG 210 is decreased based
on the logic high bandwidth control signal, the voltage level
of the second voltage signal does not exceed the operating
voltage range of the second IC 204. Thus, the second IC 204
does not reset when the second IC 204 transitions between the
run and standby modes.

Further, the second IC 204 controls the magnitude and the
time period of the increasing and decreasing ramp voltage
signals by way of the ramp control signal, thereby allowing
the second IC 204 to control the transition between the run
and standby modes. The voltage switching system 202 does
not include a capacitor to control the transition of the second
IC 204. Thus, the area of the voltage switching system 202 is
reduced. The voltage switching system 202 indicates to the
second IC 204 that the completion of the transition between
the run and standby modes. The skewed comparator provides
safety against false reset of the second IC 204.

While various embodiments of the present invention have
been illustrated and described, it will be clear that the present
invention is not limited to these embodiments only. Numer-
ous modifications, changes, variations, substitutions, and
equivalents will be apparent to those skilled in the art, without
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention, as
described in the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A voltage switching system connected to an integrated
circuit (IC), wherein the IC is operable in first and second
operational modes, the voltage switching system comprising:

a handover module for receiving ramp control and han-
dover start signals and a first voltage signal, generating
first and second reference voltage signals, generating
bandwidth control and comparator control signals based
on the handover start signal, and a ramp signal based on
the ramp control signal, and setting a voltage level of the
second reference voltage signal based on the handover
start signal and the first voltage signal;

a first voltage regulator having a first input terminal con-
nected to the handover module for receiving the first
reference voltage signal, a second input terminal for
receiving the first voltage signal, and an output terminal
connected to the handover module for generating the
first voltage signal based on the first reference voltage
signal when the IC is in the first operational mode and
when the IC transitions between the first and second
operational modes, wherein the first voltage regulator is
switched off when the IC is in the second operational
mode;

a second voltage regulator having a first input terminal
connected to the handover module for receiving the sec-
ond reference voltage signal, a second input terminal for
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receiving a second voltage signal, a third input terminal
connected to the handover module for receiving the
bandwidth control signal, and an output terminal for
generating the second voltage signal based on the sec-
ond reference voltage signal when the IC is in the first
and second operational modes and when the IC transi-
tions between the first and second operational modes;

a switch driver connected to the handover module for
receiving the comparator control signal and the ramp
signal, and for generating a power control signal based
on the comparator control signal, and a gate input signal
based on the ramp signal;

a transistor having a source terminal connected to the out-
put terminal of the first voltage regulator for receiving
the first voltage signal, a gate terminal connected to the
switch driver for receiving the gate input signal, and a
drain terminal connected to the output terminal of the
second voltage regulator for receiving the second volt-
age signal; and

a comparator having a first input terminal connected to the
source terminal of the transistor for receiving the first
voltage signal, a second input terminal connected to the
drain terminal of the transistor for receiving the second
voltage signal, a third input terminal connected to the
switch driver for receiving the power control signal,
wherein the comparator compares the first and second
voltage signals based on the power control signal, deter-
mines a voltage difference between the first and second
voltage signals, and generates a handover complete sig-
nal at an output terminal thereof based on the voltage
difference.

2. The voltage switching system of claim 1, wherein the
handover module generates the bandwidth control and com-
parator control signals at a first logic state based on the han-
dover start signal, and wherein the handover start signal is
indicative of transition of the IC between the first and second
operational modes.

3. The voltage switching system of claim 2, wherein the
handover module is further connected to the output terminal
of'the comparator, and receives the handover complete signal,
generates a final handover complete signal based on the han-
dover complete signal indicative of completion of transition
of'the IC between the first and second operational modes, and
generates the comparator control and bandwidth control sig-
nals at a second logic state based on the handover complete
signal.

4. The voltage switching system of claim 3, wherein the
second voltage regulator increases an operational bandwidth
thereof when the bandwidth control signal is at the first logic
state, and wherein the second voltage regulator decreases the
operational bandwidth when the bandwidth control signal is
at the second logic state.

5. The voltage switching system of claim 4, wherein the
switch driver receives the comparator control signal and gen-
erates the power control signal at the first logic state when the
comparator control signal is at the first logic state, and gen-
erates the power control signal at the second logic state when
the comparator control signal is at the second logic state.

6. The voltage switching system of claim 5, wherein the
comparator stops comparing the first and second voltage sig-
nals when the power control signal is at the second logic state.

7. The voltage switching system of claim 4, wherein the
handover module further generates the second reference volt-
age signal at an intermediate reference voltage level based on
the handover start signal and the first voltage signal, and at a
final reference voltage level based on the handover complete
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signal, wherein the final reference voltage level is less than a
voltage level of the first voltage signal.

8. The voltage switching system of claim 7, wherein the
second voltage regulator regulates the second voltage signal
at the intermediate reference voltage level when the band-
width control signal is at the first logic state and regulates the
second voltage signal at the final reference voltage level when
the bandwidth control signal is at the second logic state.

9. The voltage switching system of claim 7, wherein the
intermediate reference voltage level is higher than the voltage
level of the first voltage signal when the IC transitions from
the first to the second operational mode.

10. The voltage switching system of claim 7, wherein the
intermediate reference voltage level is less than the voltage
level of the first voltage signal when the IC transitions from
the second to the first operational mode.

11. An integrated circuit (IC) operable in first and second
operational modes, comprising:

a first domain that receives a first voltage signal, wherein
the first domain is operable when the IC is in the first
operational mode and when the IC transitions between
the first and second operational modes, and wherein the
first domain is switched off when the IC is in the second
operational mode;

a second domain that receives a second voltage signal,
wherein the second domain is operable when the IC is in
the first and second operational modes and when the IC
transitions between the first and second operational
modes;

a handover module for receiving ramp control and han-
dover start signals and the first voltage signal, generating
first and second reference voltage signals, generating
bandwidth control and comparator control signals based
on the handover start signal, and a ramp signal based on
the ramp control signal, and setting a voltage level of the
second reference voltage signal based on the handover
start signal and the first voltage signal;

a first voltage regulator having a first input terminal con-
nected to the handover module for receiving the first
reference voltage signal, a second input terminal for
receiving the first voltage signal, and an output terminal
connected to the handover module for generating the
first voltage signal based on the first reference voltage
signal when the IC is in the first operational mode and
when the IC transitions between the first and second
operational modes, wherein the first voltage regulator is
switched off when the IC is in the second operational
mode;

a second voltage regulator having a first input terminal
connected to the handover module for receiving the sec-
ond reference voltage signal, a second input terminal for
receiving the second voltage signal, a third input termi-
nal connected to the handover module for receiving the
bandwidth control signal, and an output terminal for
generating the second voltage signal based on the sec-
ond reference voltage signal when the IC is in the first
and second operational modes and when the IC transi-
tions between the first and second operational modes;

a switch driver connected to the handover module for
receiving the comparator control signal and the ramp
signal, for generating a power control signal based on
the comparator control signal, and for generating a gate
input signal based on the ramp signal;

a transistor having a source terminal connected to the out-
put terminal of the first voltage regulator for receiving
the first voltage signal, a gate terminal connected to the
switch driver for receiving the gate input signal, and a
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drain terminal connected to the output terminal of the
second voltage regulator for receiving the second volt-
age signal; and

a comparator having a first input terminal connected to the

source terminal of the transistor for receiving the first
voltage signal, a second input terminal connected to the
drain terminal of the transistor for receiving the second
voltage signal, a third input terminal connected to the
switch driver for receiving the power control signal,
wherein the comparator compares the first and second
voltage signals based on the power control signal, deter-
mines a voltage difference between the first and second
voltage signals, and generates a handover complete sig-
nal at an output terminal thereof based on the voltage
difference.

12. The IC of claim 11, wherein the handover module
generates the bandwidth control and comparator control sig-
nals at a first logic state based on the handover start signal, and
wherein handover start signal is indicative of transition of the
IC between the first and second operational modes.

13. The IC of claim 12, wherein the handover module is
further connected to the output terminal of the comparator for
receiving the handover complete signal, for generating a final
handover complete signal based on the handover complete
signal indicative of completion of transition of the IC between
the first and second operational modes, and generating the
comparator control and bandwidth control signals at a second
logic state based on the handover complete signal.

14. The IC of claim 13, wherein the second voltage regu-
lator increases an operational bandwidth thereof when the
bandwidth control signal is at the first logic state, and wherein
the second voltage regulator decreases the operational band-
width when the bandwidth control signal is at the second logic
state.
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15. The IC of claim 14, wherein the switch driver receives
the comparator control signal and generates the power control
signal at the first logic state when the comparator control
signal is at the first logic state, and generates the power
control signal at the second logic state when the comparator
control signal is at the second logic state.

16. The IC of claim 15, wherein the comparator stops
comparing the first and second voltage signals when the
power control signal is at the second logic state.

17. The IC of claim 14, wherein the handover module
further generates the second reference voltage signal at an
intermediate reference voltage level based on the handover
start signal and the first voltage signal and at a final reference
voltage level based on the handover complete signal, wherein
the final reference voltage level is less than a voltage level of
the first voltage signal.

18. The IC of claim 17, wherein the second voltage regu-
lator regulates the second voltage signal at the intermediate
reference voltage level when the bandwidth control signal is
at the first logic state and regulates the second voltage signal
at the final reference voltage level when the bandwidth con-
trol signal is at the second logic state.

19. The IC of claim 17, wherein the intermediate reference
voltage level is higher than the voltage level of the first voltage
signal when the IC transitions from the first to the second
operational mode.

20. The IC of claim 17, wherein the intermediate reference
voltage level is less than the voltage level of the first voltage
signal when the IC transitions from the second to the first
operational mode.



